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By BEN STRACK
bstrack@liherald.com

A Nassau County Supreme 
Court judge earlier this month 
nullified a six-month building 
moratorium imposed by the vil-
lage in July on properties that 
front private roads, which will 
allow the owners of  220 Hemp-
stead Ave. to continue seeking 
approval for their plan to subdi-
vide the lot.

Owners James and Brett 
O’Reilly, who live in the home 
that was formerly St. Mark’s par-
sonage, submitted plans to 
knock down the house and 
divide the 1.75 acres into four 
single-family plots. A new street, 
to be called Killarney Lane, 
would be constructed perpendic-
ular to Hempstead Avenue, to 
allow access to the two homes 
planned for the back of  the prop-
erty.

The village’s building depart-
ment turned down the proposal, 
and the Zoning Board of  Appeals 
denied a variance — the back 
two plots did not have the 
required frontage on a public 
street — in June. Chris Browne, 
attorney for the O’Reillys, had 
said that the moratorium did not 
apply to the proposal, because 
Killarney Lane would be given to 
the village and become a public 
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School district 
addresses rise 
in youth vaping 
Incident at South Side Middle 
School sparks need for awareness
By BEN STRACK
bstrack@liherald.com

Rockville Centre students, 
some as young as middle school-
ers, are experimenting with elec-
tronic cigarette use, or vaping, 
and the district 
wants to stay ahead 
of  the national 
trend by educating 
students about this 
harmful habit. 

“ W e  b e i n g 
school administra-
tors islandwide, 
certainly statewide 
and nationwide, 
are becoming very, 
very concer ned 
about the rampant 
use,” said Dr. Nor-
een Leahy, assis-
tant superinten-
dent for pupil per-
sonnel services and 
special education, 
who also oversees the school dis-
trict’s drug, alcohol and violence 
prevention task force. “It seems 
almost that it’s become a fad that 
is a very, very dangerous one.”

Leahy added that although 

vaping is not yet a widespread 
problem in the district, she was 
uncertain specifically how com-
mon the use of  e-cigarettes is in 
Rockville Centre.

“I do know one thing,” she 
said. “We’re not 
g o i n g  t o  w a i t 
around to find out.”

Students were 
caught vaping at 
South Side Middle 
School after hours 
earlier this month, 
according to Prin-
c i p a l  S h e l a g h 
McGinn, in what 
she called an isolat-
ed incident that 
was dealt  with 
internally.

McGinn said 
that education is 
the key with e-ciga-
rettes, and that 
vaping is often 
falsely presented as 

a positive alternative to smok-
ing. “There’s a stigma attached 
to smoking, but there’s not a stig-
ma yet attached to vaping,” she 
said, “and I think that’s where 
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Judge nullifies village moratorium 
RVC homeowners seek to continue subdivision

Sue Grieco/Herald

Finger-lickin’ good, sort of.
Two-year old Kaylee Spieler loved the wings at Maple Pointe Assisted Living’s seventh annual Wing-
Off on Oct. 18 to raise money for breast cancer, but she didn’t want to get her hands dirty. Story, 
more photos, Page 9.
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T here’s a 
stigma 

attached to 
smoking, but 
there’s not 
a stigma yet 
attached to 
vaping.” 

SHELAGH MCGINN
SSMS Principal

By BEN STRACK
bstrack@liherald.com

Christopher Acheson, vice president 
of  the Rockville Centre Chamber of  Com-
merce, was named a 2017 Business Person 
of  the Year honoree at the Nassau Coun-
cil of  Chambers of  Commerce’s 33rd 
annual Awards Breakfast on Oct. 20.

Acheson, who moved to Rockville Cen-
tre five years ago, lives in the village with 
his wife, Meghan, and his sons Lucas and 
Dean. He studied liberal arts at Hamilton 
College and always had a love for busi-
ness. At a young age, he owned and oper-
ated a landscaping and snow-shoveling 
enterprise. Passionate about business, in 
2002 he started a financial planning com-
pany working specifically with business-
es and executives. 

While taking a holistic approach to 
accumulating and protecting wealth, he 

decided to create the Acheson Group, a 
team of  advisors and staff  assembled to 
solve most financial, insurance and 
employee-benefit-related questions. Their 
motto is, “We help people make informed 
financial decisions about their wealth so 
that they can maximize the probability of  
success.” 

Grateful for an amazing group of  Rock-
ville Centre businesses and friends, Chris 
has worked hard to promote a positive 
community and economic growth. In his 
free time, Chris is a high school football 
official and can occasionally be found 
surfing on the South Shore.

Acheson is expected to take over as the 
chamber’s president next year. “We have a 
very vibrant Chamber of  Commerce,” 
Acheson told the Herald. “It’s very active, 
and to be able to represent them is a tre-
mendous honor.”

Chamber VP Chris Acheson 
named honoree by NCCC 

By BEN STRACK
bstrack@liherald.com

A 71-year-old woman was struck and 
killed by a truck on Monday afternoon 
while trying to cross South Park Avenue 
at Lincoln Avenue.

Nassau County Police reported that 
Letitia Kopper, of  Rockville Centre, was 
hit just after noon. Village spokewoman 
Julie Scully said the Rockville Centre Fire 
Department later responded to the scene.

The 26-year-old truck driver was mak-
ing a left turn from Lincoln Avenue to 
travel north on South Park Avenue, 
according to police. As a result of  the col-
lision, the woman suffered serious head 
injuries and was transported to South 
Nassau Communities Hospital in Oceans-
ide, where she was pronounced dead by a 
physician.  

The driver remained at the scene, 
police said, and the vehicle was brake and 
safety tested. 

Woman killed by truck in RVC

Bill Kelly/Herald

A WOMAN WAS struck and killed by a truck Monday while trying to cross South Park Avenue.

Courtesy Sue Grieco/Herald

2017 BUSINESS PERSON of the Year honorees were announced at the Nassau Council 
of Chambers of Commerce’s 33rd annual Awards Breakfast on Oct. 20.
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AWARDED TOP 10 BEST REAL ESTATE AGENTS IN NEW YORK

RICHARD MCQUILLAN

*Information for top 10 ranking taken from The 
American Institute of Real Estate Professionals 
Press Release for New York for 2017 75 Seaman Avenue | Rockville Centre, NY 11570
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Is Proud To Announce

For Two Years In A Row By The American Institute  
Of Real Estate Professionals!

93
92

22

AWARDED TOP 10 BEST REAL ESTATE AGENTS IN NEW YORK

RICHARD MCQUILLAN

*Information for top 10 ranking taken from The 
American Institute of Real Estate Professionals 
Press Release for New York for 2017 75 Seaman Avenue | Rockville Centre, NY 11570

Richard McQuillan
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 

Cell: 516.860.7993 | Office: 516.766.7900 
rmcquillan@signaturepremier.com

Is Proud To Announce

For Two Years In A Row By The American Institute  
Of Real Estate Professionals!

No Tricks, Just Treats

&

Save up to 30% at your favorite local businesses,
and we'll donate 1% back to the community.

Join now at cinch.ky/rvc

There's no tricks
with Cinch Mobile Wallet

—Just Treats! 

93
93

38


